


Minutes of the meeting of Barrow Parish Council to be held at Willey Village Hall, Willey, on Tuesday 20th January 2026, at 6.30 p.m.

1.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
           No members of the public were present. 

2.    ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES:
Apologies were accepted from Shropshire Councillor Thomas. 

3.    TO RECORD THOSE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors Downes, Skinner, Franklin-Hackett, Churchill and Knott. 
4.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:
  None. 

5. MINUTES:
 It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th November 2025

6.   REPORT BY SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL MEMBER:
       Shropshire Councillor Thomas was unable to attend the meeting.  However he sent a written report including information about the following items, Shropshire Council has been left receiving less money using the government’s new fairer funding scheme.  This equates to £15million over three years.   There are some changes to waste collection because of the recent bad weather.  There is a gritting map available on Shropshire Council’s website site.  Any empty grit bins report on fix my street.    A resolution put forward by Councillor Thomas to move more meetings to evening meetings was unanimously approved. His next advice surgery will be 14th February 10.30-12 at Much Wenlock Museum.  He will be joined by a Much Wenlock  town councillor and a representative of the safer neighbourhood team.  

   7.    PLANNING
    a. New applications to be considered.
                         None. 
    b. Applications since last meeting.
          None. 
    c. Decisions: 
          None. 
    d. Possible planning enforcement actions.
                         None. 
                 e. 25/03946/OUT Proposed residential development land off Benthall Lane and Bridge Bank Benthall.  Outline application (all matters reserved) for the development of 3 dwellings. Consider representation at  southern planning committee.  The planning application is not on the agenda for the next Southern Planning committee meeting.  It was RESOLVED if it does appear at a planning committee meeting clerk will represent the Parish Council. 


                 f. Letter from Broseley Town Council re Neighbourhood plan. 
                     It was RESOLVED to not join in with the Neighbourhood plan for Broseley. Clerk to inform Broseley Town Council.  
                 g. Shropshire Council next local plan stages.
                     The next stages of the local plan were discussed there is a time table of consultations. 
                 h. Any other planning matters. None. 
8. FINANCE:
a. Invoices to pay.  It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices:
·    Hugo Fox £11.99 x2 dd
·    Waterplus  £19.18 and £18.91 dd.
·    Mrs J Madeley £690.50 fpo
·    Willey and district village hall. £40.00 fpo
·    Shropshire Council Elections £125.00
·    Shropshire Council street light power £634.45 DD.
·    NEST 63.60 dd
b. Bank reconciliation Nov & Dec 25 
       
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2026
	 
	

	
	 
	£
	

	
	Balance b/f 1.4.25
	       17,452.52 
	

	
	Plus income
	       15,523.50 
	

	
	Total
	       32,976.02 
	

	
	Less: expenditure
	       18,125.47 
	

	
	Total
	      14,850.55 
	Dec-25

	
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	
	

	
	Current account
	         3,231.74 
	

	
	savings account
	       11,618.81 
	

	
	Total
	      14,850.55 
	

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	
	

	
	Add unpresented income
	 
	

	
	Total 
	      14,850.55 
	

	
	
	
	


c. December quarterly report
        VAS paid for using grant of £3126 and CIL 1509.00 = £4635 plus       remaining from projects budget and reserves.
        bench and noticeboard replaced using insurance funds and reserves.
d. Consider and approve the draft budget and precept requirement.  
       It was RESOLVED to adopt the budget with slight amendment to the       churchyard budget to £6000 from £5000.  It was RESOLVED to raise a precept of £13928.00.

          9. POLICE MATTERS:
a. To receive any reports from the beat manager.  No report.  

     10. PARISH ALLOTMENTS.
a.  Report from Cllr Skinner & Cllr Churchill. No specific report. 
b. Plots. The plots are looking good for winter months.
c. Water leak.  A working party  to investigate the of the meter join.

        11. BARROW CHURCHYARD
                  a. Meeting with PCC and Vicar.  Clerk has been unable to arrange a meeting with the vicar because of her holiday.  Clerk to arrange before the next meeting.  
   12. STREET LIGHTING.
            a. Update re PEC.  Clerk and street lighting engineer have established the part night works promised have been paid for.  However it is unclear if the work has been carried out.  The engineer will check next time he does routine maintenance. 

          13. HIGHWAYS
a. Any issues to report. Clerk to reports Pavements in Benthall, Benthall Lane and Bridge Road.  Plus the damage to the pavement near the border with Telford.  The Mines sign is still missing.  Clerk to report. 
b. 20mph speed limit at Barrow School.   Road closure 26th Jan -30th Jan.                                                                                                                                                     
                              Noted. 

         14. SID/VAS project. 
                  a. Data.  Clerk has uploaded the Data but has been unable to work out how to produce reports. 

         15. ASSERTION 10 NEW REQUIREMENT OF AUDIT.
                As part of the audit for the year ended 31.3.26 a new governance requirement has been added.  Assertion 10 is about GDPR, security of data and use of a domain name including email addresses within that domain name.  Barrow Parish Council has all of these.  
  
        16. Memorandum of understanding Between Shropshire Council and parish council.
              Clerk updated the parish council on Shropshire Council’s plans.  None involve   Barrow Parish Council at this time. 

        17. Devolution of services update. 
                 Clerk presented the  up to date information regarding the devolution of services.  No services so far are relevant to the Parish Council.  

      18.  REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
         a. Councillor Skinner attended the funeral of the late chair of Astley Abbotts village hall committee. 
           b. Councillor Skinner reported a carol service was held on December 19th at the  church in Willey and a popup pub held in the village hall afterwards.
      c. Councillor Skinner reported the village hall now has a village hall website.  www.willeyvillagehall.org.uk
      d. Councillor Churchill attended a zoom SALC area committee meeting.  Subjects discussed included next local plan and devolution. 
        

          19. CORRESPONDENCE:  
                    a.  Thank you letter from Willey Village Hall.
                              Noted. 
b. Shropshire Council expression of interest to take on Shropshire Schools Library service.
Noted.          
          20. Date of next scheduled meeting Tuesday 17th March 2026.





