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Minutes for the meeting of Barrow Parish Council held at Willey Village Hall, Willey, on Tuesday 19th May 2026, at 6.30 p.m. 

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN:
To appoint a Chairman for the ensuing year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Downes to   the position of chair.

2.  APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN:
    To appoint a Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.  It was RESOLVED to appoint Councillor Knott to the position of vice chair.



3.   PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Members of the public will have the opportunity to raise Parish matters between 6.30 p.m. and 6.40 p.m.  
Two members of the public were present.  They raised concerns about land stability on the site of a current planning application.  Councillors resolved to make further comments on the application.

4. ACCEPTANCE OF APOLOGIES:
       No apologies were received. 

5. TO RECORD THOSE MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors Downes, Skinner, Franklin-Hackett, Knott and Churchill.  Also present Shropshire Councillor Thomas. 
6.    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:

7.     MINUTES: 
     To confirm the Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2026.
              It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 17th March 2026.



10.   REPORT BY SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL MEMBER:
             To receive a report from the Shropshire Council Member.
         Shropshire Councillor Thomas reported that a new gym has been installed at Much Wenlock leisure centre at a cost of £75000.00.  The swimming pool time table has been improved.  The changing rooms will be improved shortly.  A new pool cover is being purchased to improve energy efficiency.  A new school speed scheme has been installed in Barrow with a 30mph leading to a 20mph area by the school.  3 roads in his ward have been resurfaced.  A new chief executive of Shropshire Council has been appointed Tanya Miles.  The weekly food waste collection has not been implemented because there are insufficient funds.  His next surgery is at Much Wenlock Museum on 11th June.  

11. CERTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION:
 To complete and sign the Certificate of Exemption for smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure does not exceed £25000. 
 It was RESOLVED to certify the parish council as exempt from the second audit.

  12. INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT:
 It was RESOLVED to accept the internal audit.  Clerk to form an action plan to complete the requirements. 

13. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2025/2026:
 To complete the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/2026.  
  It was RESOLVED to accept the annual governance statement. Saying yes to all points except assertion 10.

14. ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2024/2025:
To approve and sign the Accounting Statements 2025/2026.
 It was RESOLVED to accept the accounting statements for 20225/26. 

15. STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RISK ASSESSMENT:
The Clerk will report that it is necessary to adopt the revised Standing Orders and re- confirm the Financial Regulations, Asset Register, and all other policies.    
1. Standing Orders
2. Financial Regulations
3. Financial Risk Assessment
4. Code of Conduct
5. Reserves Policy
6. Complaints Procedure
7. Grievance Procedure
8. Managing pre application approaches.
9. Councillor-clerk protocol
It was RESOLVED to approve all policies and procedures.  Clerk to present a few policies at each meeting.  


16. APPROVE SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES FOR 2026/2027:
19th May 2026
21st July 2026
15th September 2026
17th November 2026
19th January 2027
16th March 2027
18th May 2027
      It was RESOLVED to approve the dates for meetings until May 2027.

   17.    PLANNING
    a. New applications to be considered.
· 26/01457/FUL Erection of ground rear and side extensions, first floor rear extension and detached double garage with loft room above.  Bridge Bank Cottage 17 Bridge Road Benthall.  It was RESOLVED to raise No objection. 

                       Councillor Churchill left the meeting.

· 26/01490/FUL Upgrading the insulation to the front dormers and updating the    design.  19 Benthall lane Benthall. It was RESOLVED to raise no objection.

Councillor Churchill returned to the meeting. 

       b. Applications since last meeting.
· 26/01201 Proposed Residential Dwelling East of Floyer Lane Benthall.  Erection of a Single Plot Exception Affordable dwelling together with new access.   Clerk to add further comments regarding the stability of the site. 
    c. Decisions: 
·    26/00586/St Bartholomew’s church The Avenue Benthall. Alteration to access by creating a ramp.  Grant Full permission and LBC consent. 
·    26/00342/TCA 55 The Mines, Reduce by a maximum of a third 1 ash tree within Broseley  conservation area.  Raise no objection. 
    d. Possible planning enforcement actions. None. 
                 e. Any other urgent planning matters.   
· 26/01784/FUL  (validated: 19/05/2026)
New Dwelling On South Side Of, Benthall Lane, Benthall, Broseley, Shropshire
Proposal:  Proposed single storey rear/side extension to existing dwelling with associated patio area. Proposed single storey open fronted car port within existing driveway area and retrospective consent for minor amendments to previously consented elevations with construction of dwelling frontage brick walls.  Clerk to forward to cllrs Knott and Churchill.  Emailed 28th 5th.







18. FINANCE:
a. Invoices to pay.  It was RESOLVED to pay the following invoices:
i.    Hugo Fox £11.99 x2 dd
ii.    Waterplus  in credit.
iii.    Mrs J Madeley £690.50 fpo
iv.    Willey and district village hall. £ fpo
v.    Shropshire Council £15.00 lease of allotments fee. 
vi.    Shropshire Council street light power £634.45 DD.
vii.               NEST   £31.80 dd
viii.               PFK £48.00
ix.               Clear Insurance £521.70
x.              SALC £434.62
xi.               PD Timber Garden £55.00 x 3
xii.              RLT Auditing £150.00  
b. Bank reconciliation  Mar and Apr 26
       
	Bank reconciliation at 31 March 2026
	 
	

	
	 
	£
	

	
	Balance b/f 1.4.25
	       17,452.52 
	

	
	Plus income
	       15,704.13 
	

	
	Total
	       33,156.65 
	

	
	Less: expenditure
	       21,419.54 
	

	
	Total
	      11,737.11 
	Mar-26

	
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	
	

	
	Current account
	         1,102.67 
	

	
	savings account
	       10,634.44 
	

	
	Total
	      11,737.11 
	

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	
	

	
	Add unpresented income
	 
	

	
	Total 
	 
	













	Apr 26
	 

	
	 
	£

	
	Balance b/f 1.4.25
	       11,737.11 

	
	Plus income
	       16,026.48 

	
	Total
	       27,763.59 

	
	Less: expenditure
	            357.58 

	
	Total
	      27,406.01 

	
	 
	 

	
	 
	 

	
	Current account
	         4,767.05 

	
	savings account
	       22,638.96 

	
	Total
	      27,406.01 

	
	Less: unpresented expenses
	 

	
	Add unpresented income
	 

	
	Total 
	 



c. Street Lighting power costs 26-27 £2216.84.  Noted. 
d. Credit note from npower due £161.47. Noted. 
e. Expression of interest for internal audit. It was RESOLVED to accept the internal audit quote of £175.00

          19. POLICE MATTERS:
a. To receive any reports from the beat manager.  No report. 

     20. PARISH ALLOTMENTS.
a. Report from Cllr Skinner & Cllr Churchill.  Councillor Churchill reported the falling tree branches on the western side of the site.  Clerk has visited also.  It was RESOLVED clerk would contact owner of the land the trees sit on.  Emailed ccers.
Plots. Plots looking fine.  Plenty of well tended plots.  It was RESOLVED to ask tenants to be mindful of their neighbours when smoking.  
b. Fees.  It was RESOLVED to charge £45.00 for this year per plot.

         21. BARROW CHURCHYARD
                  a. future of project.
                       Clerk asked for support forming a plan of repair to put out to contractors for graves.  It was agreed to start that process. Emailed some suggested dates to have a meeting.  

            22.  STREET LIGHTING.
                     a. Update re PEC.  Clerk is awaiting report regarding part night/pec.  Clerk attended a zoom meeting with Shropshire Council lighting manager.  A report will be presented to the July meeting. 

          23. HIGHWAYS
a. Any issues to report. None.
b. 20mph speed limit at Barrow School.  This scheme has been completed and used. 
c. Fix my street updates.   Clerk has received responses to the reports of the condition of the roads to Willey.  Both responses confirm action will be taken.    A response from Telford and Wrekin highways has pointed out the poor area of pavement within their boundary is actually on private property and they have no power to repair. 
        

         24. SID/VAS project. 
                  Clerk is struggling with the uploading of the data.  It was resolved cllr Knott will try.  Clerk to hand over the information for him to try.  Emailed to arrange to hand over.

25. EMAILS
        Clerk has email addresses for all cllrs and will circulate.done

26.  REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS WHO HAVE ATTENDED OTHER RELEVANT MEETINGS.
                       a. Councillor Skinner reported the village hall is having several pop up pubs and frequent coffee mornings.  The next one is for charity.  They are welcoming village hall delegates to a conference on 10th October.  She asked for support to install the donated bench.  Councillors Downes and Churchill will install.  
                  b.  Councillor Downes reported on a quiz at Severn Gorge Countryside Trust.  It raised £600.00 that was matched by the big give charity.  He chaired the annual open evening.  There was an interesting  presentation by Shropshire Badger Group.  The issue of rental funds received has been resolved with new tenants in the property.      

              26. CORRESPONDENCE:
                        a.  Neighbourhood Governance Pack recommendation to make comment (SALC).
                              Noted. 

               27. Date of next scheduled meeting Tuesday 21st July 2026.  The meeting was declared closed at 9pm.  
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